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INSTRUCTIONS AND EXERCISES.

The Scale for the Bagpipe being a fixed one of one octave, the intending Piper does not require to go deeply into
the mysteries of sharps and flats, Bagpipe music in common with other music is divided into parts or measures
and each part into bars, single lines drawn across the stave denote the bars and double lines the end of the parts,

two dots placed on the side of the double bar signifies that the measure is to be repeated the G clef only is used.

A dot placed after a note lengthens if by a half. The figure 7 placed over or under three notes. means that they
must be played in the time of two.

a Semibreve. (not used in Pipe music.). a Minim.~ a Crotchet. a Quaver. a Semiquaver. a Demi-Semiquaver.
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Pipe tunes are written in C common time — notes to the value of 4 crotechets in the bar and 8 bars to measure.
% Two-four time — notes to the value of 2 crotchets in the bar and 16 bars to the measure.
% Three-four time— notes to the value of 3 crotchets in the bar and 8 bars to the measure.
¢ Six-eight time — notes to the value of 3 crotchets in the bar and 16 bars to the measure.
2 Nine-eight time — notes to the value of 9 quavers in the bar and 8 bars to the measure.

The introductary notes, if any, are added to the time of the last bar in each measure and complete the time of that
bar. Grace-notes do not count in the time of the bars.
All gmr*e-notes require to be performed distinetly and firmly by lifting the fingers well up w}nle at practice.
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The opposite diagram shows the fingering of the Scale.

Closed holes are represented. thus ® and open ones, O.

The extra G and A at the end of Diagram gives another style of fingering these notes which is often used,as it has the ef.
fect of sharpening those notes;sit is econvenient to be able to play them both ways.

To hold the chanter, piace the flat point of little finger of right hand on bottom hole; lay the other fingers down
flat so that the holes will be covered by parts between the middle joints, the thumb to be placed directly under the
second finger. The thumb will in most cases be painful for some time, but it must be kept there, as that position
gives the lower fingers the power required. Place the thumb of the left hand on the hole at the back of chanter;
and the flat points of 15t 28d and 3rd fingers in their places; they must not be hooked round charter.

In learning the Scale proceed as diagram, care being taken when ‘hands are changed from the note D to E, not
to catch. While raising the 8td finger of top hand put back simultaneously the 156 2nd ang 3rd fingers of lower
hand and raise little finger; if this is not cleanly done the result is an overlap or short A between. The same thing
usually happens between the notes F and G. While putting back and o 3td finger raise 15t finger, they should
just pass each other.

&

Having mastered the Scale it is mecessary topractise a few exercises before proceeding to learn simple tunes.
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Exercise with G grace note.

Grace notes are not fingered according to Scale, the topmost finger of the movement only being used. Thus; to
~ produce G grace note raise and put down 15t finger top hand. All the full notes in this exereise require to be fin-
- gered as shown in Scale.

-

Raise 15t finger of top hand, and put it down smartly, having a1l the other holes closed, this will gi&‘e :

G grace note and full low G note; raise little finger which gives A then next finger which gives B.

Again raise 18t finger top hand, and while doing so drop 81d finger of bottom hand into position of
note low A, put down 1sb finger top hand this gives low A, raise 3{‘1 and 274 finger of low hand one
after the other which gives B and C.

Again raise grace note,at same time drop 2nd finger‘ low hand into position of note ]§, put down grace
note which then gives B, raise 34 finger which gives C, raise 15t finger; at same time put down lit-
tle finger which gives D. '

Raise grace.note and at same time put back 1St finger into position of note C, raising little fin-
ger at same time, put down grace note which gives O; raise 13 finger at same time put down lit- -
tle finger which gives D, drop 16 2nd and 37d fingers, at same time raise little fingér and 3td fin-
ger top hand this gives note E. o

Raise grace note and-at same time bring bottom hand into position for note D; put down grace mnote,
this gives D; drop 15t 20d and 3rd and raise little finger and 3™ finger top hand, this gives E; raise
214 finger top hand, this gives F. Care must be taken in changing top and bottom hands, that is

from D to E,that théy do not overlap as the result would be a short A between them.

" Raise grace note and at same time drop 224 finger top hand, put down grace note, this gives E; raise

2nd finger, this gives F; then raise 13% finger, at same time put other finger into position to give G
according to Scale. :

Having arrived at note G a high A grace note takes the place of the G grace note. Raise thumb and
put it down smarfly, at same time put down 15t finger top hand and raise other fingers required to
form F; again come to G, then raise thumb which gives high A. - B - '
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High A shake. |
'This shake is composed of two grace notes— high A and G JOlned——-— and is performed by qoundma high A and
passing the thumb with a smart upward movement over the hole in back of chanter. In playing to high A from any of
the bottom hand notes care must be taken not to put down bottom hand before top hand is raised. The movement of the .
hands requires to be simultaneous otherwise the result is an overlap or short note between them.

¥

~ Close all the holes in the eha,nter, this gives the first note G in this exercise, then rise to high A as shown
in Sca,le, perform shake.

il

As the little finger is already raised put down top hand fingers, which gives low A; again raise top
hand and repeat shake

Raise 3%4 finger lower hand and at same time put down top hand fingers, which gives B; again raise
top hand fmgers to position of high A at same time drop back 3% finger bottom hand; repeat shake.

et

..

Raise toge‘ther 2nd and 374 fingers bottom hand, at same time put down top hand fingers, this gives O;
again raise top hand to high A and put down low hand 209 and 34 fingers; repeat shake.

Mﬁ

i

I
“]‘ |

Put down top hand fingers and little finger, at same time raise 15t ond ang grd fingers bottom hand. this
gives D; drop lower hand fingers and at same time raise little finger and top hand to high A; repeat shake.

Put down top hand fingers to position for note E, raise top hand fingers to position of high A and repeat
shake.

- Put back top hand to note F, again raise top hand into position of A; repeat shake.

|

Put down thumb,whieh gives G raise thumb and repeat shake.
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High G shake.

This shake is composed of the two grace notes G and F joined. The G here is not fingered according to the Scale, as -
the whole top hand except thumb requires to be raised, it being more convenient to strike the F that way. The shake
therefore is performed by raising 1st 2nd and 37d fingers top hand, the little finger of lower hand being also raised,
strike top hole of chanter smartly with 15t finger finishing with the 8 fingers raised which gives you G,the touch down
gives F. In shifting fingers from high G of this exercise care must be taken not to put down G before raising the next
note, otherwise the fingering will not be clean.

.

J
Hiih

Sound low G, then raise little finger and top hand fingers as deseribed above, perform shake.

v

As the little finger is already up, put down top hand fingers, again raise top hand and repeat shake.

1]

Raise 34 finger bottom hand, at same time put down top hand, having sounded B put down 3™ finger
and at same time raise top hand and repeat shake. o

AT\l

Uz
it

Raise together 2nd and 34 finger bottom hand while putting back top hand, this gives C; (irop and and
3td fingers and raise top hand and perform shake. .

h
!

Put down top hand and little finger and at same time raise together 1t 2nd and 3rd fingers bottom hand,
this gives D; drop lower hand, raise little finger and top hand and repeat shake.

]

!

j

I
iiily

Put down together 16 and 2nd fingevrs top hand, thus gives E; again raise fingers and repeat shake.

)

~ Put down 18t finger, which gives F; raise finger and repeat shake.

““E ——  Raise thumb and piit down other fingers of top hand to produce high A; put down thumb and 1St finger
= ———  of top hand for F grace note shown raise 15t finger smartly; this F has to be very short.
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F shake.

This movement is composed of grace notes G.F. G. joined and is performed by raising 1St 2nd and 3nd fmgers of top hand,
always having the little finger raised, put down ISt finger, raise and put it down again. This strlkmg of top fmger twice gives
you G. F. G. shake and full note F, the last note of the movement.

o —

Sound low G, raise little finger and top hand and strike smartly twice as descrilied above.

- The little finger being already up, put down top hand, sound low A; then raise £0p hand and perform shake.

Put down top hand fingers while raising 3"d finger bottom hand, this gives B; put down 3rd finger while
raising top hand; repeat shake

Put down top hanid while raising lower hand to G, put back 2nd and 37d fingers lower hand while raising
top hand, repeat shake.

Put down top hand and little finger, raise 15t 2nd and 3rd fingers lower hand, this gives D; raise top hand
and little finger while putting down lower hand; repeat shake.

Put down 18t and 219 fingers top hand, this gives E; raise them again and repeat shake.

Raise fingers required for &, put down 13t fmger while raising other finger of top hand, strike 1t fin-
ger once only. '

Raise thumb and put other fmgers into pesition for high A; pub down thumb and 18% fmger while rais-
ing others of top hand, strike ist finger once only.
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E shake.

" This shake consists of grace notes G. E.F. joined, and is performed by raising 1% and 3rd fingers top hand little fin-
ger of course being up also, put down 13t finger then raise 21d finger and put it down. Be sure one finger is down be-
fore the other is raised. Sound the first note of each group before performing shake.

FHHE0

»

Sound low G, raise together little finger and 15t and 374 fingers top hand, perform shake as described.

Put down 136 and 34 fingers, the little finger being already up gives A, raise 15t and 3td fmgers of top
hand and repeat shake.

Raise 3Td finger low hand while putting down top hand, this glves B; put back 34 finger low hand while
raising top hand fingers required for shake, repeat shake.

Put down top hand while forming nete C; put down together 214 and 37d fingers lower hand while rais-
ing top hand to repeat shake.

Put down top hand while forming note D; put down 1t 2nd and 3rd fingers lower hand while- raising
little finger and top hand to repeat shake.

Raise 2nd fmger top hand, this forms F; ralse 1st finger of top hand and at same. time put down 214,
put down 15t then raise and put down 2nd; this completes the shake.

Form high G, put down 15 and 284 fingers top hand having 31d finger up, strike smartly with 15t
finger once only.

Form high A, put down thumb and 15% and 2nd fingers top hand, having 31"‘i up finger strike with 15t
finger smarﬂy once only.
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D shake.

This shake. consists of notes low G.D.C. joined, and is performed by closing the chanter on low G then raising 1sb, 2nd
and 374 fingers bottom hand and striking 15! finger smartly. Fuushmg on D the striking of 154 finger gives the C in
shake.

Sound low G, raise 1st, 2nd and 3rd fingers of lower hand and strike.with 1st finger as described.

Put down 15t, 2nd and 3“1 fingers and at same time raise little fmger, this gives A; put down little finger
then raise others required to perform shake as described. g

Put down 13} and 224 fingers while ra,isi"ﬁg‘little finger, this gives B; close to low G and perform shake.

%%‘ﬁ#%

Put down 13t finger while raising little finger, this gives C; close to low G and perform shake.

Put down ﬁt, 2nd gpq 3rd flngers while raising little fmger and 3rd flnger top hand, this gives E; elose to
low G and perform shake .,

Y

il

Put down 155, 21d and 3rd fingers at same time raise little fmger and 224 and 374 fingers top hand, this
gives F; again close to low G and repeat shake.

NEREN

|

Put down 1%, 20d and 3rd fingers at same time raise little finger and top hand to form high G; close again-
to low G; repeat shake.

"]

ﬂ
!

]
%
1

Put down lower hand, raise little fmger and top hand to form high A at.same time,again close to low G
and perform shake.

&

A’ |
I

Page 10, Chapter One of Ceol Sean’s Henderson Collection


www.ceolsean.net/content/mindex.html

Return to masterindex

X
% Form note D, strike G grace note then 150 finger lower hand which gives C grace note.

Form note D, strike 15t finger or G-grace note then 324 finger or E grace note.

' , = Two ways of wr 1t1ng same movement.
Sound low- A, strike little finger with an upward movement then draw it back, while doing so strlkc

(= = smartly; this movement requires great practice and is a very important one.

ﬁ ﬁ This shake is composed of first the note G, the second may be low G.A.B. or C. the third is D.
i‘—*‘?ﬁi}—:: Sound low A raise G grace note, at same time form note C, put down G grace note, then strike D
- ) 1 . . [y . . . .
—— T grace note; this leaves hand. in position of note C; again strike G grace note at same time forming

note B, then strike D grace note, this gives shake on B. This shake is performed in same manner whlle holdmcr the
notes low G or A, always making sure G grace note is down before striking D.

-F S -F R_R ‘While striking G grace note form C; having sounded C raise D grace note and at same time put
@ down 2nd and 3rd fingers lower hand, put down D grace note, this gives A; raise whole of lower

——— — hand and put down 15¢ finger or D grace note this gives C; again strike G grace note while form-
ing B, strike D grace note while forming low G, raise 15t, 209, 31d 4nq 4th fingers lower hand, put down 19_"’, this gives
the last B in this movement.

L Sound E,strike E finger smartly on lower hand held at note A G grace note may be used before ﬂw first E.

é@f Sound F strike 2nd finger top hand smartly to note E. G grace note may be used before the first F.
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ﬁ' R Pas i) Form note C, strike G and D grace notes one after the other, raise E grace note at same time put
— 1.___' lower fingers to low A, put down grace note; raise G grace note at same time form B; put down
—~— LJ . grace note and then strike D grace note; while raising E grace note form fingers to low G, put down

E grace note. :
f Have fingers in position of low A, raise and put down G grace note; raise and put down 13t finger lower
: hand or D grace note; raise and put down 3™ finger top hand or E grace note. Care must be taken not to
ﬁ raise one finger until the other is down, thus having a distinet A between each grace note. The move-

ment is performed in same manner putting three notes low G B or C in place of three notes A, shown.

Sound low A and strike little finger smartly on note G, substitute notes B for A and strike both fingers raised,
play note C and strike the three fingers raised. G grace note may be used before the first A, B or C.

—IF Sound low A, put down little finger, next raise and put dewn 15 finger low hand or D grace note, then raise little
= - finger. The same movement is performed on the notes B and C. -
f Form note low A strike G grace no;ce, put down little finger then strike D grace note, raise and put
down 3™ finger top hand or E grace note,at same time raising little finger. Any other note may be

used instead of the first A, the rest of the movement being fingered as shown except D.

Where B grace note is used ﬁ instead of grace note D, to produce this B grace note strike only 3¢ finger low hand.

j 3 ‘F —~ Thesé are two ways of writing the same movement, In the first one D is written a full note and
i + @ — A agrace note, in the ond way this is reversed. The second way is the more correct as the D in
S— both casés is fingered as a grace note. On E, strike G grace note eclose little finger then raise.

- D grace note, at same time raise little finger, put down D grace note and raise E 314 finger top hand. Almost any
other notes may be used instead of the two notes E shown, but the low G D and A are always fingered in the same way.
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7% Play as if written:

@ Play as if written:
% Play as if written:

4

ﬁ Strlke G grace note on note C, put down all fmgers to-low G, raise little finger. D and B may be used

That is, finger the note B as a grace note strike only the 3rd finger low-
er hand after closing low G.

That is, finger the note B as a grace note strike only the 3rdfmgerlov&-
~er hand after closing low G.

_That is, finger the notes D and C as grace notes strike the 156 and 2nd
fingers lower hand one after the other having low G closed the last. B
must be aceording to Scale.

Ml

instead of C shown.

Having mastered all the foregoing, the intending Piper will proceed to learn 51mple tunes, progressing to more dif-
ficult ones. Great care must be taken to learn to play slowly and correctly; playing in quick time will come after
careful practice. When able to play a few marches in slow time he will start with the Pipes. It is preferable to be-
gin with only one of the tenor drones going. Having got the drones in position on the left shoulder the bag under
the arm and the chanter in the left hand with fingers in position of E eommence blowing into the bag untill fully
inflated. The bag must then be kept tight by blowing and pressing alternately until » continous and equal sound ean
be kept up;having succeeded in this proceed to play tunes learnt.In learning to tune the drones it will be found that
if out of tune the reed will be heard vibrating very quickly and as the joint of the dromne is shifted into tune the vi-
brations will get slower until perfeetly steady. If the drone is tuned to E it ought to be in tune with all the other
notes if the chanter reed is eorrectly set, The setting of this reed requires experience in raising or sinking it in the
chanter. When the tunig of little drone has been learnt the big drone may be started,and the other tenor drone in
course.
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